EXPERTS ON
THE COUCH:
talk series for parents

14
Nov

#4: The Science of Ann Jacobs
Learning to Read & Leah Carmody
Speech Pathologist

MOERLINA SCHOOL, WEDNESDAY 9:15AM—10:15AM

Early Childhood Teacher

An empowering insight into how reading develops and age-appropriate strategies
for developing a solid foundation for literacy; without the stress
An open invitation to join us for a coffee and a chat with a series of child health and
development experts who will share their knowledge and answer your questions in a relaxed
setting.
Attendance is free but bookings are essential. Please call Kerryn on 9384 5894 or
email admin@moerlina.wa.edu.au.

FREE EVENT

16 Brockway Road, Mt Claremont WA 6010

Ann Jacobs

Leah Carmody

Speech Pathologist

Early Childhood Teacher

Tertiary Lecturer in Speech Pathology

(Ba. Ed ECE, PostGrad Literacy)

(B.App SC. CPSP)

Ann is senior clinical speech pathologist who has lectured at

Leah is a tertiary qualified Early Childhood Teacher (Ba.Ed.ECE 0

Curtin University and currently ECU for some years. She has

-8years) who has been working across school sectors and

worked in both Western Australia and the Northern Territory

specialist services for over 10 years. She has worked

for Health and Education as an employee and in the private

predominantly with children from 3-5 years of age, creating

sector developing projects including teacher manuals and

rich and engaging early learning environments and developing

training packages. Ann has specialised in early language

evidence-based literacy programs that balance the integral role

development and literacy development across cultures. She is

of learning through play with explicit teaching of fundamental

well known for her work on the impact of Middle Ear Disease

concepts. She has developed and delivered training packages

and Conductive Hearing Loss on the development of speech

to parent groups focused on literacy at home, and how parents

and language and early literacy. She has worked with families

can help children understand and make the transition from

and communities in hospital and primary health care services,

phonological awareness to our alphabetic code through simple

in urban, rural and remote settings for 30 years. Most recently

and engaging strategies. Leah has gone on to complete a post-

Ann has worked in acute paediatric mental health for Child and graduate in Literacy at ECU and continues to engage in current
Adolescent Mental Health Services in Perth and with

research. Leah brings her knowledge of early childhood

Playgroups WA collaborating with families in the Wheatbelt to

Curriculum, Pedagogy and a deep understanding of the current

make great transitions to formal school. Ann has been invited

evidence in early literacy acquisition to the Evolve team.

to present at conferences and published articles in the
Australian Speech Pathology Journal and the Medical Journal of
Australia. Ann is a Certified Practicing Speech Pathologist
registered with Speech Pathology Australia.

