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Community news

Behind Rotto’s barbed wire
The World War I internment
camp established on Rottnest
Island for enemy aliens from
Germany and other countries
was a historical oddity, not
least because indigenous
prisoners were also held there.
Professor Alexandra Ludewig,
head of UWA’s school of humanities, will reveal how these people from diverse backgrounds
and social circumstances lived
peacefully together.
Her talk – Between Coral
Reef and Barbed Wire: Rottnest
Island during WWI – is about

how these people, some of whom
did not even share a common
language, got along.
Dr Ludewig said that thanks
to many photographs, it was
possible to gain a very good
insight into this period, when
a group of people transcended
contentious national and ethnic
boundaries.
Her talk for the Friends of
the UWA Library is at 7.30pm
on Tuesday, April 11, in the
second floor conference room
in UWA’s Reid Library.
Entry is $5 and free for
Friends of the library.

What’s happening at No.86
There’s no excuse to be bored
these school holidays with the
Youth Centre at 86 Cambridge
Street, West Leederville, offering fun and creative activities
for young people aged 12 and
over.
Bush tucker time … Sophie Munday, left, and Caitlin Beeson get busy in Moerlina’s garden.
Photo: Paul McGovern

The bush tucker kids

Kids at Moerlina School are
full bottle on the benefits of
native plants.

They planted ruby saltbush,
native lemongrass, grevillea
and pea blossoms in their bush
tucker garden last week.
“You can eat the leaves of the
saltbush, but it’s better to boil
them first,” Claremont Bunnings
worker Caitlin Beeson told the
pre-primary to Year 5 students
at the Mt Claremont school.
She said the small yellow
berries from the plant could be

eaten or made into jam.
“A lot of native plants are
waxy, to help stop water loss,”
Caitlin said.
“They grow slowly because
they put out less oxygen when
they’ve reached their full height.”
Students also checked on the
health of their frog bog, near the
garden, which was rejuvenated
about six years ago.
Environmental consultant Lily
Mercer said the children knew a
frog bog needed to be one-third
vegetation and two-thirds water.
“If it’s healthy it has the colour

of weak tea,” Lily said.
“Dragonfly larvae, and no
mosquito larvae, are another
good sign.
“This year we’ve had 12
motorbike frogs, which is the
most yet.”
Moerlina principal Perette
Minciullo said the garden and
pond were part of students’
sustainability program, which
they studied every fortnight.
St Thomas’s Primary School
from Claremont visited Moerlina
to get tips on how to set up a
frog bog.

Over the two-week break there
will be mini golf, darklight laser
games, archery and a sewing
class as well as make-up and
cooking workshops.
Another highlight will be a
mixed media workshop with artist Sarah Cheers, an opportunity
to experiment with an eclectic
range of materials.
The program also includes a
free creative-writing workshop
on Thursday, April 20, when
participants will meet and work
with poetry and short-story
writer Carol Millner.
The writing workshop is a
great way for those wishing
to enter the Cambridge Youth
Network Young Writers’
Competition to sharpen their
writing skills. The competition
is open until late July.
Over the holidays, No. 86 will

SOLD

20 Mitcham Street, Wembley Downs

also be offering its usual collection of free activities – pool, air
hockey, table tennis, movies,
music and internet access.
To register for the holiday
program, call Salli or Denae at
the Youth Centre on 9381 1996,
drop in to 86 Cambridge Street,
West Leederville, or download
the program and registration
form at cambridge.wa.gov.au/
youth.

Time to enrol
at Tresillian
Enrolments for the term two
program at Tresillian Arts
Centre open on Monday, April 3.
Tresillian, which is at 21 Tyrell
Street, Nedlands, offers recreational courses and activities.
Term two’s courses, starting
in early May, include arts, languages, handicrafts and health
and fitness.
For more details, visit www.
nedlands.wa.gov.au/tresillian/
recreational-courses.
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FIRST TIME OFFERED!
Set in prime quiet street
Zoned for duplex development

airey.com.au
355 Stirling Highway, Claremont WA
Ofﬁce: 9273 4400

Malcolm McColl
0417 007 404
malcolm@airey.com.au
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